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APPENDIX NINE

Individual Interviews in United Kingdom

Rev. Tom Colvin

Dr. Andrew Ross

Rev. Richard Baxter

Mrs Ann Hepburn

Dr. John McCracken

Mr. Fergus King

The Manager of Schools of Blantyre District
and Education Secretary: 1954 - 1958, Edinburgh
11th February 2000

A Pastor in Ntcheu and Balaka Districts, 1958 -1965.
Edinburgh
22nd February 2000

The Manager of Schools in Zomba from 1955-1958.
Education Secretary of Blantyre Synod froml958-1959.
The DirectorAVarden of Chilema Lay Training Centre
from 1959-1969, Edinburgh
10th March 2000

A Teacher at Blantyre Girls' School from 1950-1954
Edinburgh
2nd March, 2000

A Historian of Malawi

University of Stirling
29th March 2000

Regional Desk Officer for Central Africa and Tanzania
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, London
4th October 2000

Mr. Hugh Trappes-Lomax Institute for Applied Language Studies
University of Edinburgh
18th October 2000

The Rev. Professor

Kenneth R. Ross

General Secretary of the Board of World Mission
Church of Scotland

18th October 2000
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APPENDIX TEN

Life History of a School Drop-out

KA is a school drop-out who lives at Kakhome village in Dedza District. She is 14
years old and the last born in the family of six children. All children in the family
dropped out of primary school. Her two brothers work as house boys in Lilongwe
(urban area). One brother is married and he lives in the village. One of KA's sisters is
also married whilst her other sister works as a house girl in Lilongwe.

KA cannot remember her good and bad experiences as a child. However, she recalls
doing household chores from a very young age. Like most Malawian children, she
washed dishes, cleaned the house and learned how to cook. Economically, the family
depend upon subsistence farming. Her father and mother are both farmers.

KA commenced her schooling when she was 11 years old because her parents could not
afford to pay her school fees. As a result of the policy of free primary education which
was implemented in 1994, KA was able to enrol at School G. She cannot remember her
experiences when she started school. However, she states that she found school
interesting because she liked writing and reading. What KA did not like about her
schooling was when girl pupils were asked to smear classroom floors.

KA repeated a Standard Two class because she was absent a lot from school. She
explains that her mother asked her to carry out tasks at home during school hours. In
addition, although her parents encouraged KA to go to school, they were unable to
provide educational materials and clothes for all their children because of limited
resources.

KA dropped out of school in Standard Two at the age of 14 because she lacked
notebooks and clothes for school. Therefore, she opted to work as a house girl in
Lilongwe. KA also knows a number of girls who dropped out of school and chose to
work as house girls in urban areas.

KA mentions that there are a number of reasons which contribute to a lack of retention
of pupils, especially girls, in school. One of the constraints is the initiation ceremony
for girls. In Dedza District girls go through the nyau "chinamwali" ceremony from the
age of nine years and also when they reach puberty. KA states that during the initiation
ceremonies girls are prepared for marriage.

According to KA, as a result of the experiences at the initiation ceremonies some girls
drop-out of school and they do not go back to school. Early pregnancy and marriage is
common for girls who have gone through the "chinamwali" ceremony. Productive and
reproductive roles also contribute to girls dropping out of school. KA's life history
reveals that she continued doing household chores before going to school and after
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school. The responsibilities at home interfered with KA's schoolwork because she was
not able to read and do her homework at home.

At present KA stays at home and does domestic duties. She argues that she cannot go
back to school because of work at home. She explains that she has a sister who is not
well, therefore, she has to do household chores. However, KA suggests that in order to
keep children in school, the government should provide pupils with educational
materials, food and clothes. In addition, parents and the community should encourage
girls to go to school.

417



APPENDIX ELEVEN

Life History of a Standard Seven Pupil at School Z

MT aged 12 was born at Chinombo village in Mzimba District in the Northern Region of
Malawi. She is the 6th born in the family of 8 children. Like most Malawian children,
she started carrying out tasks at home at a very young age of 4. She helped her mother
with household chores such as washing dishes and clothes, cleaning the house, fetching
water from the river and firewood.

MT's childhood days consist of both good and bad experiences. She remembers going
to church with friends which made her very happy. She also enjoyed playing with
friends whenever she was free from house bound duties. Her childhood days were also
pleasant because both parents worked; the father worked in the army whilst her mother
worked as a nurse. Unfortunately, her father passed away when MT was young and her
mother took full responsibilities of looking after young children. In regards to bad
experiences, MT claims that she was not happy when her mother sent her to fetch
firewood and to wash clothes. She was particularly sad when she was awakened very
early in the morning to fetch firewood. In addition, MT resented doing household
chores while her friends played games.

MT started her school in 1992 in Mzuzu in the North and then moved to School Z in
1997. MT recalls that when she started school, teachers asked pupils to sweep the
school surroundings. When the bell rang, pupils would assemble outside and sang the
national anthem and then they would proceed to respective classrooms. MT's early
school life also includes bad experiences. For instance, older girls took advantage of
younger pupils by demanding food and asking younger pupils to carry their notebooks
on the way home after school. If MT refused, the older girls would threaten to beat her
up. Teachers also gave MT and other pupils punishment when they were late for
school. The punishment involved picking up rubbish from school grounds. Sometimes
a teacher would make late comers stand in the class while teaching.

Despite bad experiences in school, MT finds school interesting because of the learning
experience. She appreciates that at least she has learnt how to write and speak in
English. MT tries to attend school regularly although sometimes she is absent from
school as a result of duties at home. She is one of the clever girls in school and she
never repeated classes.

MT does not remember whether her mother paid fees when she started school in 1993.
However, MT points out that the policy of free primary education has helped parents
who do not have money to send their children to school since many parents are poor in
her village. MT is lucky because her mother still works as a nurse and, therefore, buys
educational materials. Her mother also encourages her to take advantage of free
primary education by working hard in school and not to be playful. In addition, her
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aunt advises her not to be absent from school. After doing household chores her aunt
also encourages MT to do her schoolwork.

MT's experiences at school reveal that teachers are also supportive. For instance, one
teacher offered to teach pupils in MT's class after school. Teachers also encourage
pupils to read books and to do homework. However, MT complained about teachers'
and pupils' attitudes towards girls in classroom. One teacher, for instance, likes picking
up boys to answer questions when teaching Maths. This annoys MT and other girls
who sometimes shout the answer without the teacher's consent. As a result, the teacher
gets angry and beat up girls who made noise. Sometimes during a creative class, girls
do jobs like smearing floors and hoeing while boys do nothing.

MT also explains that in class boys put letters of proposal for sexual relationships which
MT and other girl pupils hate. Sometimes they report the incident to the headteacher
who just ignores them. MT's experiences at school are not all rosy, as she and other
girl pupils hate male teachers. According to MT, male teachers expose girls in school.
For instance, teachers explain in detail issues concerning initiation ceremonies
(chinamwali) and how the fisi (a man) sleeps with girls at night during the ceremonies.
Boys really laugh at girls in school in a mockery manner. MT and other girls who have
not reached puberty feel very embarrassed and shocked because they do not know issues
concerning the fisi.

MT also complained about the multilingual teaching. She states that teachers mix
languages in class because pupils are different. For instance, some pupils understand
English language whilst some do not. MT does not understand some of the English
words, but she still thinks that the teacher should teach in English language only because
of the implications which students have during the examinations. MT states that during
the examinations, pupils answer questions in English. When they ask teachers to
explain the English words they refuse. This makes it difficult for pupils.

Apart from the difficulties of the learning process in the classroom, MT also describes
some constraints which continue to affect her schooling. For instance, her mother and
aunt still expect MT to do household chores before going to school and after coming
from school. Before going to school she sweeps and mops the house, lit fire and heat
water for bathing. She then prepares breakfast for other children at home. After
school, she eats and washes dishes, fetches firewood and water. Sometimes she goes to
the market to do some shopping. Responsibilities at home interfere with her studying
because she forgets to do her homework.

MT also mentions that three girls dropped out of school mainly as a result of pregnancy
and early marriages. MT suggests that girls should be encouraged to read and do school
work after school rather than engaging in different tasks at home. In addition, to help
girls stay in school the school should encourage girls to work hard and not to engage in
sexual relationships. Girls should also be encouraged to attend school regularly. One
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drop-out was absent from school a lot and teachers did not help her much in this aspect.
Most importantly, families and the community should encourage girls to go to school.

420


